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A view from the lake……. The President’s message

What an amazing lake……as cottager’s we take whatever weather we get and make the 
most of it…..

That was my initial impression of this summer…..it had its great moments, but it seemed like 
every time we had something planned, there was concern over the weather! 

Thanksgiving weekend was no different; a little sun, rain, hail, fog and cool…. All I can say is 
thank goodness for the hip-waders! 

But then I thought about all the activities we had at our cottage and as an Association. How 
much fun we had together and it reminded me once again about how fortunate we are to 
have such a great group of people on the lake.

It’s been a busy summer for the board and all of the volunteers that make the GLCA such a 
great success! Thank you. Whether you were part of the organizing groups or came out to 
enjoy the comradery and sometimes a little competition, I hope that everyone enjoyed 
making this summer one to remember. 

For many, fun at the cottage doesn’t stop when the winter comes…whether it be crisp fall 
and winter walks, skiing, sledding, fishing or simply sitting in front of a fire … I hope that 
everyone takes the time to embrace life as a Gull Lake cottager.

Enjoy, relax, reminisce and create new memories at the lake!

There is more to come in 2015! Stay tuned…..

Kim

The GLCA is a volunteer organization 
commit ted to represent ing the 
interests of the residents of Gull Lake.

   President’s Message:

N e w s l e t t e r
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Financial Report
by Nick Evans, GLCA Treasurer

As was reported at the AGM, the Association is in good financial 
health.  We continue to be able to control costs and had no 
unexpected expenses in 2014.   A complete financial report for 
2014 will be shared in the Spring newsletter and at the next AGM.   

In addition to financing our own programs, each year the Board 
identifies a couple of opportunities to give back to the local 
community.  A big initiative in town this fall is going to be the 
opening of the new Minden Community Food Bank.   The food 
bank is moving to a larger home on 24 Newcastle Street with 
increased capability to manage food distribution including the 
capability of handling fresh local produce.  In addition to the Food 
Bank, the site will be home to the new Minden Community Kitchen.   
The Kitchen will have a full size teaching facility and meeting space 
where people can gather and learn to cook.  In order to support this 
transformation, the Association has donated $250 towards the new 
building.     As we have done in the past, the Association also 
donated a portion of the proceeds from the Regatta raffle to the 
Minden Hospital Auxiliary.  This year the cheque was for $300.  

We are looking for volunteers in two areas.  One is for members 
who have some legal and or environmental expertise.  We want to 
determine how large a contingency fund is appropriate to deal with 
unusual events that might threaten the health and enjoyment of the 
lake.  The commitment is only two or three conference calls.   The 
second area is for someone to be willing to do the Association’s tax 
return; all the accounting work will be done in advance.   If you are 
willing to volunteer please contact me directly at 
nickevans@rogers.com.  Thank you to Chris Birkett who has 
handled the taxes for many years. 

We wish to thank the following folks for 
their 2014 donations to the GLCA.

Paul & Rose Allison Ted & Marie Kennedy
Laura & Mike Ball Ian MacDonnell
Bob & Marilyn Beamish Maurice & Marilyn Paterson
Daryl Beber Ross & Helene Pinnock
Nadine & Don Bell William Rea
Glen & Mickey Bonham Barbara Reid
Carol Brewer & Ian MacDonell Douglas & Yvonne Short
George & Mary Cihra Charles & Evelyn Simon
June & William Cresswell Gary and Helen St John
Roger & Nancy Cummins Adam & Audrey Telfer
Allen Czerwinski David & Tammy Wellstood
Tom & Jo-Anne Ecclestone James & Doreen Wilson
Shelley & Alan Edwards Miners Bay Lodge
Catherine Gregory & Scott Russell Shepherd Septic
Rosemary Hendra 

Thank you’s received from,
“The Minden Community Food Bank & Minden Community 
Kitchen” would like to thank the “Gull Lake Cottager’s 
Association” for their recent donation of $250.00 towards the new 
building site. Thank you for helping to make a difference”. 

Dear Gull Lake Cottagers
Thank you so much for your donation to the Minden Health Care 
Auxiliary.  This donation will help put us closer to our goal of 
raising $40,000 for an Automated Medication Dispensing Unit for 
the Minden Emergency Department.  Your thoughtfulness is greatly  
appreciated.

Val du Manoir, President, Minden Health Care Auxiliary

Membership Growing in 2014
by Nick Evans, Acting Membership Director

Membership in the Gull Lake Association is once again growing.   
We achieved our goal of adding  twenty more Primary cottage 
memberships and ended up with over 280 total members.  More 
importantly, as we analyzed the membership database over the 
years, and chatted with folks on the lake, it has become clear on 
what we need to do going forward.    As a result, we have already 
started a number of initiatives that will build on the momentum into 
next year.  

Our goal is to make it easier to join, to participate and to see the 
benefits of being a member.  We received positive feedback from 
many folks that the new website made it easier to renew online and 
people appreciated not having to memorize yet another password.   
Thanks, James.  We also received very positive feedback that 
cottagers and guests felt welcomed at the Regatta and appreciated 
the updated Membership Directory.  

We created a new tradition, The Gull Lake Welcome Package, to 
welcome families that have recently purchased a cottage on the 
Lake.  At the Regatta, we welcomed the Fode and Hutchison 
Families to the Lake and the Association - their pictures are 
featured on page 3.  Thank you to Bill Gallienne and Nancy 
Cummings who volunteered at the AGM to help develop the 
package.  Going forward, if your neighbor sells their cottage, send 
us a note at info@glca.ca, and we will drop off a package to you, 
so that you can welcome your new neighbor. 

During the winter, Judy Ingram has volunteered to try and create a 
complete list of all the families on the lake.  Currently we only have 
a rough estimate of how many cottages there are based on the 
number of lots on the lake. The task is not an easy one, as the 
information is not easily accessible at the municipal office.  She will 
be using historical directories, reaching out to members, and 
working with the township to start piecing it together.  If you are a 
road captain for any of the private cottage roads, please reach out 
to Judy at info@glca.ca as you may have some of the pieces of the 
puzzle.  In the end we will have a more complete picture of the Gull 
Lake community.  Over time we will create a dialogue with those 
who are currently not members to ensure they are aware of the 
benefits of the association and explore what else we need to be 
doing to have them want to join.  Over the next five years we would 
like to have at least 60% of the cottages on the lake being 
members of the Gull Lake Association.    

Thank you again to Bill, Nancy, and Judy for volunteering this 
summer and also to Jane who manages our database.  

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
The Association needs a volunteer to prepare the Gull Lake Annual 
Taxes.  All the accounting is done for you.  Thank you to Chris 
Birkett who has volunteered for the last many years. 

Social Update
by Carolyn Treadgold
What a great turn out for our end of summer Happy Hour at 
Summerkiss Restaurant.  We had well over 50 people in gorgeous 
sunshine join us for this annual event. 

Next year we are planning two additional events.  One will be a 
social for our teens.  Information about this will be available in our 
Spring newsletter so that we can get the word out to our youth in 
lots of time.  The other event that is in the planning stages is a 
cottage tour of places of interest on the lake.  Again, stay tuned for 
details in the new year.   

Please do not hesitate to share your ideas on possible social 
events on the lake by contacting our Social Director, Carolyn 
Treadgold  treadgoldcarolyn@gmail.com. 

mailto:nickevans@rogers.com
mailto:nickevans@rogers.com
mailto:info@glca.ca
mailto:info@glca.ca
mailto:info@glca.ca
mailto:info@glca.ca
mailto:treadgoldcarolyn@gmail.com
mailto:treadgoldcarolyn@gmail.com
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Gull Lake Welcomes new cottagers with Welcome Package
"Members of the Hutchison clan, Stephanie and Shane, with kids Charlotte, Rowan and Caiden open their 
Gull Lake Welcome Package"! ! ! ! !

The Fode family, Peter & Laura and their son Eric enjoying the Regatta for the first time.
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2014 - A Wet Colder Summer
by Richard Newman, Vice President
 attended the CEWF (Coalition of Equitable Water Flow 
Association) meeting on Saturday September 13 at the Halliburton 
Fish Hatchery.  This meeting confirmed what many of us already 
knew; that it was a colder, wetter summer than it should have been.  
Dave Ness from the Trent Severn Waterway outlined that it is 
becoming evident that no two years since 2009 have been the 
same when it comes to rain, temperature, and water levels.  Being 
more difficult to project will create challenges for all of us in the 
future as lake levels are adjusted.  High water levels turned to an 
emergency situation last year when water breached the banks into 
Minden, and many saw their docks & lakefront under water.  Water 
levels will continue to be a a concern.

The government has committed $58M over the next two years  to 
improve the Trent Severn Waterways – and some of this money will 
be ear-marked to fix the Kenissis Dam ($3.8M) so this is good 
news. There remains 15 reservoir dams along the Trent deemed to 
be in poor/very poor conditions with deferred required maintenance 
costs  of $33.9M.  So there is much work to be done yet.  With an 
election looming in 2015, there is an expectation that additional 
money will be applied to Parks Canada and the hope that some of 
these additional funds be applied to projects that address our water 
concerns.  

Your GLCA membership dues support the CEWF and their 
lobbying.  90% of lakes in the Halliburton area support the CEWF 
(Maximum membership is 94%).  Considering that 100% of the 
water flow comes from reservoirs and dams upstream it is 
important that we maintain this infrastructure to support the water 
levels on Gull Lake.  

As lake front owners, we account for 80% of the local taxes.  I am 
not sure how many of you vote in the local elections but you might 
consider getting involved.  

Highlights: A wet summer that included five instances of heavy 
rain.  June had 241 mm of rain where the average monthly volume 
is 81mm.  In one day in June, 77 mm of rain fell.
The Great Lakes are below average temperatures
Every month this summer in Halliburton had a significant rain event
Lake levels are above average as a result of increased rainfall and 
cooler temperatures (Less evaporation)
PanAm Games Update
No change in the operation of the Gull River System is expected – 
though the TSW has been requested for higher water flow levels.  
As planned, reservoirs will have a higher flow rate during the day 
and will be backed off at night to accommodate the kayak / canoe 
events.  I do not expect that we will see much effect on Gull Lake 
lake levels as a result of the PanAm Games.  

2nd Annual Rock Bass Derby
The GLCA held their second Rock Bass Derby on Gull Lake on 
August 9th, 2014.  Eighteen young anglers competed to bring in 
the highest weight of rock bass and all were awarded with prizes. 
In the top three spots, winners were:

 1st place:  N. Kennedy
 2nd place: B. & R. Kilburn
 3rd place: L. & S. Casey / G. Ward

Many thanks to Russ and Dottie Wunker for letting us use their 
beautiful facilities at Miners' Bay Lodge. Additional thanks goes out 
to all of the volunteers and sponsors that made this event possible. 

Sponsors included Minden Bait & Tackle, Canadian Tire, Kawartha 
Dairy Company, Miners' Bay Lodge, the GLCA and many cottagers 
on Gull Lake.

92nd Regatta Awards:
August 2, 2014
Bedlington Cup -  1st: B. Evans
	   	   2nd: J. Scott
  3rd: L. St. John

Chisholm Cup -M. & M. St. John

Christie Cup - Mixed War Canoe
	  	  	  	  M. Chieng, N. Chieng, D. Burghardt, Z. Zaza

Crerar Family Paddles - T. Beamish, J. Ried

Earl Family Paddles -J. Allison, F. Jewitt

Sharpe Family Paddles - B. Evans, J. Forrest

Minto Cup - 1st: F. Jewitt
  2nd: M. Chieng, J. Allison & Z. Zaza
  3rd:  M. Burghardt

Mixed Terrain Race -J. Allison, C. Allison & S. Bean

Parr Memorial Trophy -D. Parr & M. Burghardt

Stinson Plaque -M. Chieng & Z. Zaza

Treadgold Trophy - 1st: T. Beamish & J Reid
 2nd: N. Burkett
 3rd: J. Forrest

Sailing Race Awards:  July 26, 2014

Duncan Trophy - 1st:  M. & E. Walters
	   	   2nd:  B. & G. Williams
  3rd: W. Rae
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Request for Volunteers

1. We would also like to begin record keeping on ice on and ice off dates on the Lake. This is important to assess 
the effects of climate change.  If anybody has kept any history in the past ice in and ice out dates , I would 
appreciate if they could share this information. Also I would request  one or more volunteers that  live 
on the Lake to take part in recording this information in the future. If interested in helping please, notify 
me for further instruction. 

2. As discussed on the AGM and as an action item in the Gull Lake Plan. We are requesting serious and 
experienced Lake Trout Fisherman (summer and/or winter) to report their catches from Gull Lake. It is important 
that we have regular seasoned Lake Trout Fisherman and not the occasional novice fisherman for the data to 
be meaningful. David Flowers of the MNR ( Minden) will receive the collected data from the dedicated anglers 
and will analyse the information to determine the relative population of the natural producing Lake Trout in our 
Lake ( Gull Lake is not stocked) . It will take at least 3-4 years to collect sufficient data but this information is 
crucial. Without this knowledge not further action can be taken to change regulations or other measures to 
protect the species. If you would like to participate or know of someone else that could help us out by 
participating, please contact me and I will send them an information package on how to record their 
catches. It is not important for the participant to be a member of the GLCA or even to own a property on 
the Lake).The only requirement is that they fish regularly for Lake Trout on Gull Lake. 

don.drouillard@sympatico.ca
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Closing the Cottage for the Season: Checklist
By Terry Rees, Executive Director, Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA) Sep 26, 2014

As fall arrives, it’s time for rural property owners to say goodbye to the summer season, and to start considering the closure and 
winterizing of their summer getaways.

Cottage break-and-enters, damage and theft are serious concerns impacting police, cottagers, cottagers’ associations and insurance 
companies. Cottages and summer homes are most vulnerable to thieves from the week following Thanksgiving Day to the weeks 
prior to Victoria Day, especially if the owners are not using them regularly in the fall, winter or spring.
 
Remember, if there is no one living at or checking it regularly, the cost of owning a cottage or summer property could include the 
frustration and irritation of repairing damage and replacing stolen property.
 
Some steps to take now to protect your property: 

• 	
 Leave no valuables at the cottage – electronics, personal items, tools etc. – unless you’re prepared to lose them.

• 	
 Sporting goods – fishing rods & equipment, water skis, toys etc – if they’re not secured (locked up, hidden or both) don’t 
expect them to be there next spring.

• 	
 If you are leaving vehicles, make sure they’re winterized, secure and disabled – for snow machines, remove track and 
hide keys, ensure boats are covered and locked, outboard motors locked and slightly disassembled. ATVs disabled – leave 
nothing on trailers unless it is locked or disabled. Remember - “Lock it or Lose it!”

• 	
 Secure your cottage windows and doors – close window curtains or blinds and put up shutters to protect interior from 
marauders (animals and human).

• 	
 Pack up and take home all alcohol. 

• 	
 Do not leave firearms or weapons at the cottage.

• 	
 Marking your personal items can make it difficult for thieves to resell stolen goods, and will make it easier for your items 
to be identified and returned if found. Record the serial numbers of anything of value left behind.

• 	
 Make a list of the property you are leaving at the cottage, and also a list of the property that will return to your cottage on 
your first or next trip there.

• 	
 Identify who is your cottage property key holder for alarms, thefts, weather damage or animal problems; their contact 
info numbers; are they paid to check your cottage regularly or are they friends/neighbours? Your insurance company may 
give you a deduction if you have one.

• 	
 Know your local OPP Detachment (1-888-310-1122) that patrols your cottage community.

 
For more information on cottage safety, or managing your risks at the cottage, please visit www.foca.on.ca

http://getintheknow.ibc.ca/blogs/author/108
http://getintheknow.ibc.ca/blogs/author/108
http://www.opp.ca/ecms/index.php?id=326
http://www.opp.ca/ecms/index.php?id=326
http://www.foca.on.ca/
http://www.foca.on.ca/
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