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Gull Lake is a jewel in Haliburton county boasting a deep, pristine and resilient lake enjoyed 
by approximately 600 lake residents, each with their individual connection or relationship to 
this natural masterpiece and the memories it creates.  
Gull Lake docks in every direction offer a front row seat to world-class night skies, northern 
light shows or shooting stars, and sometimes, a faint glimpse of a passing satellite arcing 
across the darkness, foreshadowing the changing world we live in which hurtles toward us at 
an increasing pace.

To me, the GLCA delivers several social dialogue and event experiences that preserve a 
feeling of involvement, community and ultimately a sense of continuity joining one summer 
to the next through a lifetime of changing memories.
As it relates to the lake resident experience, participation gives lake residents an increased 
feeling of awareness, togetherness, some healthy sport competition which complement the 
central shared underlying experience, simply: Summers spent on Gull Lake.  

Continuity is sometimes best served with a side dish of change, and 2010 began a natural 
point for transition for the GLCA.  A transition theme enabled our team to have a few 
discussions about the value proposition of the GLCA, preserving what we do so well, but 
finding ways to move things forward into and beyond 2011, while successfully completing 
our 2010 events.  
Chief among these steps for me was a review of our current structure to see where we 
needed to add scale, fill vacant roles.  In 2010 we were short staffed…here’s to the current 
team who did a terrific job and who deserve a standing ovation.

At our 2011 AGM in May look for details about some interesting new online features that 
should stimulate the ‘wired’ next generation of Gull Lakers who reach out in ways we did not.  
You’ll also have the opportunity to meet the existing Board, and select the Board candidates 
who will be replacing those who are retiring.  We also have invited the University of Toronto 
to come and share their long-term plans. 
We also discovered in 2010 that we needed a simplified mechanism for members to use if 
they wished to bring an issue to the attention of the Association.  We have what we feel is a 
perfect member guide which will come out this spring.  It will be your primary source for first 
response information should issues arises.   Stay tuned and signed up for details.

In closing, I’m going to share an experience I had attending a FOCA meeting in Toronto in 
November where I had the opportunity to interact with staff on other lake associations and 
ask about things they do to meet and exceed member expectations.  One of my perceptions 
leaving was that the GLCA membership and member experience seems to be at par or 
ahead of many of its peers, some of whom have larger teams, but who don’t offer sailing 
races, social dinners, regattas or carry a significant capital reserve.  Bravo and thank you to 
all of you who have worked hard to get us to where we are today…the results really show.
Gull Lakers should be proud of this…I certainly was.

See you at the AGM in May!
Rob

GLCA is a volunteer organization 
committed to representing the interests 
of the residents of Gull Lake.

   President’s Message:

N e w s l e t t e r
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Treasurer’s Report
by Marlene Robinson

Financially there is good news and bad news. First 
the bad: this year our expenses have been a little 
higher than usual. The publication of the directory 
and hosting the All Candidates Meeting are some 
examples of expenses that do not occur yearly, and 
we are beginning to feel the effects of the HST on 
our ordinary expenses. At the same time, our 
membership numbers, while still good, are slightly 
below last year's, thereby reducing our revenues. 
We hope to finish the year in the black (green?) but 
are not going to be able to set anything aside this 
year for our contingency fund. One of our larger 
expenses is our accounting fees. If there is 
someone on the lake who could offer us accounting 
services (year-end and taxes) at a reduced rate, 
please let us know!

Speaking of the directory, there are still about two 
dozen members who have not picked theirs up. If 
you are one of them, next time you are at the 
cottage, call Marlene at 705.286.6074 to make 
arrangements.

Now for the good news: our new "green" 
membership has proven very popular, and we hope 
to significantly reduce our newsletter costs as a 
result. By the way, even if you choose to continue 
receiving hard copies of the newsletter, we 
encourage you to provide us with your e-mail 
address so that we can keep you up-to-date on lake 
events. And please, if you change your e-mail 
address, don't forget to update us!

One comment about membership: there are quite 
a few people who contacted us this summer 
because they were not receiving our e-mails, or 
had not gotten a directory, when they were "sure" 
they were members. If your neighbour complains 
to you instead of us, give him/her a gentle 
reminder that dues are paid every year.

Other good news: 
The Regatta was very successful. Approximately 
300 people attended over the course of the day 
(some of you who arrived by water did not sign in, 
so our numbers are not exact). Our new Kiddie 
Raffle raised just under $150, which we topped up 
and presented to the Breakfast/Snack program at 
Archie Stouffer Elementary School. We raised over 
$400 on the regular raffle plus the 50/50 draw and 
netted nearly $500 on the food. This will form the 
basis for our donation to the Minden Hospital 
Auxiliary for next year.  

We received the following thank you letters:

Minden Hospital Auxiliary:

Archie Stouffer Elementary School:

Your extremely generous contribution to the 
Feed For Kids program is very much 
appreciated by all of us.
This program continues to show us incredible 
benefits and allows more children to face their 
day feeling warm and secure as well as learn.
Without the support of community members 
such as you, this program could not continue.

Joan Harpell
Principal

Thank you for your Donations,
We wish to thank the following Gull Lake 
residents for their monetary donations to the 
GLCA this past year.

Anderson, Lorna & William
Barnes, Cathy & David
Beamish, Bob & Marilyn
Beber, Daryl, Ruth & Godfrey
Boggs, Kirk & Joanne
Cresswell, William & June
Czerwinski, George & Allen
Dunkerley, Trevor & Joan
Fabricius, Rolf & Tania
McCormack, John & Patricia

Green Membership grows
The popular “green” membership is only $40, saving 
$10 by receiving your newsletter by e-mail.

The traditional membership continues to be $50, 
receiving your newsletter by mail.
Printed member phone directories are available with 
both options.
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Lake Stewardship Report
by Kim Sharpe

Wow what a beautiful summer we had this year! 
Makes us all forget the cool and rainy summers of the 
past……but how did our lake fair with this hot, dry 
summer?

As in the past, we completed our lake testing “for 
recreational use” the beginning of August. The water 
results indicate again that our lake continues to be 
stable and healthy.  Last year, some members 
requested the actual results in the report. So here 
they are:

Identification 
Collection Site Lab No.

Wate
r 

Type
Turbidity
NTU

Phosphorous
mg/L pH

E. Coli ColourColour
Identification 
Collection Site Lab No.

Wate
r 

Type
Turbidity
NTU

Phosphorous
mg/L pH

100 
ml

Apparen
t True

1  N. Gull 
River - in S-10534 L 1.11 0.07 7.08 <4 5 < 1
2 Mid Lake S-10538 L 0.57 0.05 7.48 <4 4 <1
3 Miner's Bay S-10537 L 0.62 0.10 7.45 <4 6 <1
4  Gull River - 
Out S-10536 L 0.5 0.06 7.43 <4 3 <1
5  Deep Bay - 
End S-10535 L 0.71 0.06 7.36 <4 4 < 1

Please note that the testing conducted is not an 
indicator as to whether the water is safe to drink. 

Please take a look at the website for the test results 
and graphs of these trends dating back to 2002; Lake 
Steward link.  

The only shift noted when comparing to previous 
years is the slight rise in pH, and it appears to be 
throughout the lake. The previous trend for pH was a 
range between 6.27 to 6.71. This year’s results 
ranged between 7.08 and 7.45. Is this change 
significant? What impact, if any, does this change 
indicate? Unfortunately I don’t know the answer to 
these questions; however I am consulting with others 
and will provide updates on the GLCA website as I 
obtain further information.

Could it be simply that the summer was not providing 
ample opportunity for chemical activity to occur in the 
lake? (i.e. lots of photosynthesis was occurring 
increasing the pH) Could it be simply the timing of the 
testing? While I am currently seeking more 
information from other sources, it may be that we will 
have to wait and see what next year’s results 
indicate. In the meantime, I have provided a brief 
summary of pH and its importance in the lake water.

pH*  - Water, or H2O, is composed of hydrogen and 
oxygen molecules. Neutral water is given a pH value 
of 7.0, however water is rarely neutral as it routinely 
has dissolved chemicals incorporated changing 
water’s pH value. The pH range is from 0 to 14, 
where 0 is very acidic and 14 is very basic. Water 
contains equal amounts of hydrogen ions (H+) and 
hydroxide ions (OH-). Increase the amount of 

hydrogen ions (H+), and the water becomes more 
acid ("low pH"). Increase the amount of hydroxide 
ions (OH-), and the water becomes more alkaline 
("high pH"). The further these values rise or fall, the 
more acid or alkaline the water becomes. The pH of 
water determines the amount that can be dissolved in 
the water (solubility) and the amount that can be 
utilized by aquatic life (biological availability) of 
chemical constituents such as nutrients (phosphorus, 
nitrogen, and carbon) and heavy metals (lead, 
copper, cadmium, etc.)

Test your Drinking water

It is important to test your treated drinking water for 
bacteria at least three times a year. Access the 
Ministry of Health’s website to locate a public health 
laboratory convenient to you. For those of you with a 
well, access Well Wise resource and education 
centre, a website that can help you learn more about 
well maintenance, water testing and rural property 
issues, at www.wellwise.ca.
Lake Partner Program
The GLCA will be continuing our participation in the 
Lake Partner program.  If anyone could email the 
GLCA with the dates of the winter freeze up and thaw, 
it would be most appreciated.  The program would 
like to know the dates that the lake freezes over and 
when the ice goes out.  For more Information on this 
program please go to: www.ene.gov.on.ca/envision/
water/lake_partner/index.htm
*information obtained from the various websites:
www.ene.gov.on.ca; www.lakeaccess.org; 
www.mnr.gov.on.ca

http://www.wellwise.ca
http://www.wellwise.ca
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/envision/water/lake_partner/index.htm
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/envision/water/lake_partner/index.htm
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/envision/water/lake_partner/index.htm
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/envision/water/lake_partner/index.htm
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca
http://www.lakeaccess.org
http://www.lakeaccess.org
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca
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Water Management Report
 by Carol & Bruce McClennan

This has been an interesting and challenging year for 
water management of the system.  In the spring, 
there was a serious concern that there would be low 
water levels through the summer.  We were fortunate 
that the Kawartha Lakes had healthy water levels 
allowing TSW to hold back water in the Haliburton 
Lakes giving them time to recover to normal summer 
levels.  When rain did come, it was generally heavy 
and the lakes gradually filled up.  Rain continued to 
keep water levels up into the early fall and TSW has 
now struggled to get the lakes down to their winter 
holding levels.  This drawdown process normally runs 
from just after Labour Day through to early to mid-
October, just prior to the lake trout spawn.  Draw 
down of lake trout lakes after the fish have spawned 
runs the risk of exposing eggs on gravel spawning 
beds.  With the wet weather, it has been a challenge 
to get the lakes down as is evident on Gull Lake.  A 
main constraint on the Gull system is a flow 
constraint at Shadow Lake of 30 cubic meters per 
second (cms).  Flows in excess of this amount cause 
property flooding on the lake.  

There is considerable real time information on water 
levels on the CEWF website.  (www.cewf.ca)  In 
particular, the CEWF reports the TSW two week look 
ahead forecast for all of the Haliburton Lakes.  (This 
forecast is now coming to a close for 2010).  From 
the CEWF site, you can also link to the TSW site for a 
track of lake levels for the year compared against 
historic highs and lows.  CEWF is working with TSW 
to get more information on these reservoir tracks, in 
particular the average line.

Special Events Summary
 by Lynda Litwin

Reflections of 2010 was celebrated all over Gull 
Lake.  The weather cooperated and we had a 
fantastic summer season.  The AGM on the May long 
weekend was well attended.  We said a farewell to 
Siobhan, Tammy and Kevin from our executive after 
many years of dedicated service.  Then welcomed 
Rob Cummins as our new president, Sue 
Montgomery as our new newsletter editor and 
Connor Nijsse to help us with a new look on the 
website.  

July brought our sailing race and we started off 
August with our traditional Regatta.  The turn out at 
the Regatta was wonderful, lots of children racing 
around and then the water fun sports.  The new dock 
was a great starting line, thanks to Ed Litwin.  The 
trophies were awarded, the raffle prizes won and 

everyone headed home after enjoying a fantastic day 
of fellowship with their lake friends.  

The end of August was enjoyed on a lovely sunny hot 
afternoon at SummerKiss where Gull Lakers filled the 
dining room to enjoy an end of the season meal 
together after appetizers on the front lawn.  

As promised at the AGM, Rob Cummins pulled 
together a fantastic all candidates meeting at the 
local elementary school.  Over 100 turned out to 
meet and hear from our local politicians that ran in 
this fall’s election.  The food bank donations of 6 
boxes of food was appreciated, as well as the reward 
of a free National Post for the attendees of the 
meeting.  

Although the lake activity is quieter in the fall and 
winter months there are many cottagers enjoying the 
peace and tranquility of these seasons as much as 
the summer seasons.  Have a safe and happy winter.  
I look forward to having you all attend the AGM on 
Sunday, May 22nd, 2011.

Minden/Gull Lake Calendar:
Mid January to the end of February the Kinsmen 
host Car Races on an Ice Surface at the Fairgrounds/
Minden Community Centre.

Sunday February 20 Family Day activities at the 
Community Centre.  Family Fun Curling sign up for a 
game or more. Contact Lynda Litwin at 705.457.8511.

February 15 - 17 Haliburton County is hosting 
Winterfest Ontario Senior Games.  Over 800 
participants will be entering into 10 sport events.  
Watch the fun or volunteer for a front row seat!  
Check out www.Winterfest2011.com for more details.

March 31, April 1,2 and 3 Minden Curling Club will 
host the Provincial Elementary School Curling 
Bonspiel known as TimBits.  400 students with their 
coaches and families will land into Minden for this 
four day bonspiel.  Come out to watch the next world 
class curlers!
These are only some of the awesome activities that 
will be taking place over the winter.  This is a very 
active year round community!  Join in the fun!!

Sunday, May 22 the GLCA hosts the AGM at Kilcoo 
Camp.  The registration desk opens at 1 pm, with 
an opportunity to mix ‘n mingle with fellow cottagers. 
Enjoy the snacks and drinks provided, until the 
meeting starts at 1:30 pm.

http://www.cewf.ca
http://www.cewf.ca
http://www.Winterfest2011.com
http://www.Winterfest2011.com
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2010 Regatta Results

The Treadgold Trophy The Bedlington Cup

1st J. Scott   1st J. Wilson
2nd  M. Oakes  2nd D. Birkett
3rd  M. Lund  3rd N. Chieng

The Duncan Trophy Mixed Terrain Award

1st  The Alison Family D. Krausz
2nd  Z. Brass & C. Tarczy J. Krausz
3rd  The Letts Family M. Parsons

Parr Memorial Trophy  The Chisholm Cup

C. and M. Ardron  G. and J. Krausz

The Christie Cup The Minto Cup

Larson  1st H. Beamish
J. Ball  2nd W. Oakes
B. Edwards  3rd K. Birkett
A. Pasagic

The Earl, Crerar and Sharpe families Paddles were 
awarded to: J. Scott, M. Lund, C. Daly and J. Wilson

The Stinson Plaque was awarded to: W. Oakes and 
K. Birkett

Members will have an opportunity to choose our 
2011/2012 regatta commodore at the AGM on the 
May long weekend.

Thank you’s to:
Regatta Member Volunteers & Merchants,
for all your help to make each Gull Lake Regatta a 
terrific success! The following area merchants made 
donations to our regatta raffle table.  All proceeds 
from the raffle are donated to the Minden Hospital.

McMahon Feed n’ Needs  Whispers North
Miners Bay Lodge    My Size
Prentice Power Sports  RE/MAX-L. Litwin
Summer Kiss Restaurant

Special Contributors/Volunteers,
Dave & Greg Robinson, Ed Litwin, Susanne Lauten,
John Ingall, and Brian Scott

GLCA member Jenn Currie, family & friends,
for her initiative and efforts in organizing an end of 
season food (non-perishable) & clothing donation 
drive opportunity on October 11th for the local Minden 
Hills community. A big thank you to all who donated!

(no particular order) Connor & Taylor Nijsse,
Luke Arnill, & Jenn & Stephanie Currie

Lads Self Storage at Hwy 35 & Deep Bay Rd,
for your donation of storage space for our GLCA 
archives etc. AND for their offer of 10% off to GLCA 
members.  Just mention this offer when calling them 
to reserve storage space.

Lost & Found
A jewelry box washed up on shore at Susan 
Forrest’s cottage.
Please contact the GLCA if it’s yours or if you have 
any information regarding this found item.

E-mail Addresses
To protect and ensure e-mail privacy, we wish to 
remind our GLCA members not to share e-mail 
addresses without permission.  If you use the “bcc” 
function of e-mail for group addresses - this keeps 
the group addresses confidential.
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Cottage Dreams Cancer 
Recovery
Hello Gull Lake Cottagers!

On behalf of everyone at Cottage Dreams Cancer 
Recovery and the families who visited Gull Lake 
cottages this year, we thank you for being involved 
with supporting cancer survivors.   I have learned 
that we have had four families on Gull Lake sign up 
and two have hosted already, one family has hosted 
twice and Kilcoo a few times.  Al Zikovitz at Cottage 
Life has given and given for years.
 
This sobering statistic is why we do what we do:  In 
Ontario, someone is diagnosed with cancer every 8 
minutes and with 58% surviving 5 years, we have 
many families who will look to us for a much needed 
cottage distraction, away from doctors, hospitals 
and appointments. 
 
Aside from the amazing feeling you and your family 
will get from hosting another family, we will offer you 
a tax receipt for the Sunday-Friday cottage 
donation.  If you are not able to do this, I hope 
you  will help raise funds to Sponsor a Visit in 
2011.  We would love to be your lake association’s 
charity of choice.  Whatever you choose to do, we 
are grateful.
 
All the best,

Seana O'Neill
Founder & President

Cottage Dreams Cancer Recovery Initiative,
a cottage lending program to celebrate cancer 
recovery.  

Interested GLCA members can apply for the 2011 
season cottage lending programs at:
www.cottagedreams.org

Environmental Update
by Susanne Lauten
Editor’s note: Susanne Lauten is a Sugar Island 
cottager and the Green Candidate for Haliburton-
Kawartha Lakes Brock.  Susanne gives us her 
comments,

As you may know, the Green Party anti-uranium 
activism has won some positive results. From April 
2009 onwards, all landowners including those who 
do not own their mineral rights are protected from 
unwanted exploration and mining on their property.

However, a recent setback in the case of Robin 
Simpson, the founder of Fight Uranium Mining and 
Exploration (FUME), has given us fresh cause to 
worry.  The mining claims on Robin's land, and that 
of his neighbour, were recently extended for a four-
year term.  This is a blatant contravention of the 
new legislation.  Both victims of this injustice live in 
Tory Hill, a few kms. east of Kinmount.  Their land 
has been rendered worthless and unsellable 
because of these claims.  
As well, the Harper government recently opened 
Canada's uranium mining industry to foreign 
ownership.  Imagine if a foreign owned uranium 
mining company were operating an open pit 
uranium mine just east of Kinmount.  How safe 
would you feel?  And the Harper government has 
also signed an agreement with India to supply all of 
its uranium needs.  I have plenty of motivation to 
keep spreading the word about the dangers of 
uranium mining.

Kilcoo’s 80th Anniversary
by David Latimer

It is a real pleasure to write a note on behalf of the 
Latimer Family for the Gull Lake Newsletter. We have 
just wrapped up our 79th year with the closing of our 
Post Camp season. The last school group visit took 
place the week before Thanksgiving and the guys 
finished up with a few weeks of clean up. The 
summer was a very memorable one, as there was a 
truly amazing spirit in camp. The weather, as you all 
know, really helped us out, what awesome hot 
weather we had!

The history and traditions of camp are so important to 
us and we love having the Cottage Association 
meeting at camp on the Long Weekend. We get a 
great perspective of life on Gull Lake as we are up at 
camp from April until after Thanksgiving. Please know  
that we take great ownership in seeing the lake is 
"safe" while many of you are away. It's interesting 
because Gull Lake plays such a huge part of all that 
is Kilcoo and we feel very privileged to be on the lake 
with all of you. We are grateful for your support, your 
patience and your inclusion. We hope to include you 
all in our 80th anniversary in 2011.

International Year of Forests
The United Nations has declared 2011 “the 
International Year of Forests”.  Take some time to 
enjoy nature in these wintry months doing some of 
the following activities:
-plan a walk in the woods
-learn how to identify animal tracks in the snow
-lay in the snow and make snow angels!

http://www.cottagedreams.org/
http://www.cottagedreams.org/
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The Family Cottage
Editor’s note: from time to time we receive unsolicited 
spam or articles of interest from marketing databases.  
The information which follows was received in 2010 from 
a financial advisor.  The GLCA does not endorse any 
specific advisor.  The accuracy and reliability of this 
information should be discussed with your own financial 
advisor.

Cottage values in much of Canada have surged in 
recent years. That's good news for owners. But it can 
create headaches and financial liabilities when the 
family retreat is sold or left to children as part of an 
estate.

Selling a cottage or transferring ownership can 
generate a substantial income tax bill-regardless of 
whether you do it while you're alive or upon your 
death. When you transfer ownership of a vacation 
property to anyone other than a spouse, you trigger a 
taxable capital gain on the appreciation in value since 
you bought the property.

Half the appreciation in value since 1971 is taxable. 
(Before 1971, capital gains taxes didn't exist.) So a 
cottage purchased 20 years ago for $100,000 and 
worth $500,000 today would generate a $200,000 
taxable capital gain. At a high marginal tax rate of 
45%, that would result in a $90,000 tax liability.

Fortunately, there are steps you can take to offset or 
reduce capital gains taxes. Consider these strategies:

Buy life insurance coverage. The tax free proceeds of 
a life insurance policy can offset capital gains taxes 
on the cottage when left as part of your estate. 
Insurance can preserve the value of the estate, and 
make more cash available for distribution to 
beneficiaries.

Declare the cottage your principal residence. You can 
have only one principal residence for tax purposes, 
so consider designating the cottage if it has 
appreciated in value more than your house. Principal 
residences aren't subject to capital gains taxation. In 
the case of couples who have owned a cottage since 
before 1982, both spouses can claim partial principal 
residence exemptions. When considering which 
property to assign principal residence status, keep in 
mind that the tax consequences depend on the time 
you have owned the property, and the number of 
years for which it is designated a principal residence. 
These rules can be complex, so it's a good idea to 
consult with a tax professional.

Use your 1994 capital gains exemption. The federal 
government eliminated the $100,000 lifetime capital 
gains exemption in 1994. At that time taxpayers could 

take advantage of a special provision to "crystallize" 
remaining unused lifetime room. If you claimed the 
crystallization related to your cottage, the cost base of 
the property for the purpose of calculating capital 
gains can be increased, reducing taxes.

Take into account improvements. The cost of 
improvements or additions to the cottage can be 
added to the cost base, potentially reducing the capital 
gain.

Transfer ownership while you're alive. You can transfer 
ownership of the cottage to a trust that names your 
children as beneficiaries. This will trigger an immediate 
capital gain. But from that point on future gains will be 
taxable in your heirs' hands. They won't pay those 
taxes until they sell the property or transfer ownership.

There may be other ways to reduce taxes related to 
your vacation property. Speak to a financial advisor 
about what's best for your situation.

Cottage Succession
Over 250 people attended FOCA's cottage succession 
workshops this past summer.  FOCA reports to us that 
these seminars were a huge success.  The GLCA is a 
due paying member of FOCA (Federation of Ontario 
Cottagers’ Association).

Many family cottages have been cherished by 
generations and many cottagers want to preserve this 
tradition of passing it on.

Based on the popularity of this pilot series, FOCA has 
said they are exploring more workshops next summer 
in other regions.  GLCA members can express their 
interest in these workshops directly to FOCA at 
programs@foca.on.ca.

Federation of Ontario Cottagers' Associations
#201- 159 King St., Peterborough, ON K9J 2R8
p: 705.749.3622 f: 705.749.6522 e: info@foca.on.ca

Visit FOCA’s website - they have many updates 
and important information to share with 
cottagers!

A great opportunity to network with other 
cottage enthusiasts is at FOCA’s AGM on
Saturday, March 5, 2011 at the York Reception 
Centre, Toronto.  The meeting is open to all 
FOCA members as well as the general public.

Birth Announcement
Congratulations to Siobhan & John Ingall on 
the birth of their baby girl Madeline Jane, born 
on December 28, 2010.

mailto:programs@foca.on.ca
mailto:programs@foca.on.ca
mailto:info@foca.on.ca
mailto:info@foca.on.ca


G u l l  L a k e  C o t t a g e r s ’  A s s o c i a t i o n

f e b r u a r y  2 0 1 1! P a g e  8

Lakeland Conference
FOCA took part in the 10th Annual Lakeland 
Conference October 2nd in Apsley.  The 
Conference has been hosted in Buckhorn and 
Haliburton in recent years but returned to Apsley 
where the Conference began 10 years ago! 
Topics such as astronomy and the night sky, what 
plants to use when naturalizing shorelines, aquatic 
biodiversity, the culture of cottaging, and the new 
Lake Stewards Manual being developed by the 
Coalition of Haliburton Property Owners 
Associations. Government agencies along with 
service providers were also on hand as exhibitors.  

Go to http://www.lakeland.greenup.on.ca/
events.html of the Lakeland Alliance website to view  
the power point presentations from their speakers. 

Our Septic Systems
In 2011, the GLCA will explore whether a septic 
pump-out supplier would be willing to offer a group 
discount to GLCA members.  Septic system care and 
maintenance appear to be facing increased scrutiny.

In appears that in certain areas, beginning in January 
2011 the Ontario Building Code may require sewage 
system maintenance inspection. Most near-shore 
septic systems are unaffected, subject to 
discretionary inspection programs organized by the 
municipality, the health unit, and/or the conservation 
authority. For more information and details about the 
septic regulations, visit:
http://www.obc.mah.gov.on.ca/Page3196.aspx

Gull Lake Reflections
Bill Treadgold, retired English teacher whose 
family have been cottagers on Gull Lake for 4 
generations, since 1921 has expressed an 
interest in assembling a small committee to 
create a book containing pictures, anecdotal 
stories and other memories which Gull Lake 
cottagers would like to share.

In Bill’s words, “obviously this project will only 
go ahead if there are sufficient submissions.”
All cottagers are welcome to share their 
reflections, and full credit will be included in 
the final copy of the book.  Any pictures that 
you would like to submit should be 
photocopies rather than originals.  Stories 
should be no longer than one page each and I 
am happy to assist with editing and length of 
story.  Submissions may be sent via the 
following:
treadgold@rogers.com or 
33 Worfolk Place, Whitby ON L1N 6Z2

Storm on Gull Lake
Jean & Ed Sukman are interested to know if anyone 
had any information about the storm they experienced 
around 10:00 pm September 2nd.   Several trees were 
downed on their property and other trees in the 
surrounding area around Schaefer Road.  They also 
heard that a sailboat flipped over off near Sugar Island

U of T Survey Camp News
The GLCA made contact with the University of Toronto 
in January 2011 regarding rumours of a possible future 
development.  Brenda McCabe, Chair Civil 
Engineering of U of Toronto provided the following 
response for GLCA members.

The University of Toronto purchased its property on 
Gull Lake in 1919, establishing a new survey camp for 
civil and mining engineering students. This summer 
will mark our 92nd camp! Unfortunately, many of the 
facilities are of about the same vintage. Growing 
enrolment, our emphasis on hands-on learning, and 
our students' keen interest in the environment have 
motivated us to embark on a mission to rehabilitate 
and expand the facilities at camp.

While only conceptual plans have been developed to 
date, I believe that they are a perfect balance between 
respect for the past and preparation for the next 90 
years of engineering education. We are now planning 
the next steps to make it happen. To this end, I thank 
Rob Cummins for inviting us to your next AGM in May. 
I look forward to the opportunity to share with you our 
excitement and vision for the future of this camp.

The U of T, Engineering website @http://
www.civil.engineering.utoronto.ca/programs/
undergraduate/camp.htm.portrays the camp’s history.

Send us your photos........
Max boating on Gull Lake.....

it doesn’t get any better than this!
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